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Fiberglass Vieuxs  
GREATER NEW ORLEANS CORVETTE CLUB  

General Membership Meeting 
November 6,2009 

Italian Pie 5650 Jefferson Hwy, Harahan, La 
Dinner 6:30  Meeting 7:30 

 

 

WWW.GNOCC.COM 
 

2009 Officers 
 

President 
Alton Rivero 

altoncr@cox.net 
(504) 467-7721 
 
Vice President  
Malcolm Graff 
(504) 738-6525 

macnbarb@bellsouth.net 
 
Secretary 
Veronica Gregoire 
(504) 468-1452 

vgregoire@bellsouth.net 
 
Treasurer 
Ralph Adams 
(985) 645-8943 

ralphna@bellsouth.net 
 
Sergeant at Arms 
Steve Jones 
(504) 837-1768 

pacecar95@cox.net 
 
Bulletin Editor 
Dee Kaplan 
(985) 331-8995 

mita199@cox.net 
 
Webmaster 
Steven Barbe 

webmaster@gnocc.com 
 

Membership Director 
Bob Himes 
(225) 313-3238 
cocodrie55@cox.net 
 

PRESIDENT'S VIEWS                                                    

       

  Alton  
            Hello everyone.  

Well, the Holidays are here and 

another fun year is just about done.  

I want thank you all for making 

this year a big success.  I know next year will be just as fun.   

The past two weekends were both filled with activities.  The 

Cajun Corvette Clubôs Thibodeauxville Fall Festival Car 

Show was a great show with perfect weather.  The Haunted 

Tour of the French Quarter was lots of fun even with the 

brief drizzle.  Thanks to everyone who made the shows and 

represented GNOCC.     

Congratulations to the new GNOCC Officers and Board for 

2010. 

President- Malcolm Graff  

Vice President- Ken Gregoire  Bulletin Editor- Rhonda  

Webmaster- Steve Barbe Membership Director- Bob Himes 

NCM Ambassador- Tom Wooten   

Secretary- Patricia Touro Treasurer- Ralph Adams 

Sergeant at Arms- Steve Jones 

Board Members: 

Buddy Gegenheimer        Peter Rachel 

Bob Decker                      Jim Richoux 

Karl Schroeder 

Saturday December 5
th
 is our annual Christmas Party at The 

Cedar Grove Tchoupitoulas Plantation, 6533 River Road, 

Waggaman.  This is a really fun event to kick off the Holiday 

Season, so RSVP early.There is no general membership 

meeting for December. Our next club meeting is January 8
th
.   

Hope to see you at the meeting. 

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year, 

                   Alton  

BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS 

 
Sam Green 
(504) 837-7446 

sgreen@lhjunius.com 
 
Ken Gregoire 
(504) 450-0454 

kgregoire@bellsouth.net 
 
Jim Richoux 
(504) 341-9063 

jimmyrichoux@cox.net 
 
Chuck Boylan 
(985) 725-1255 

chuck.allstate@yahoo.com 
 
Peter Rachel 
(504) 888-8328 

peterrachel@bellsouth.net 
 
Karl Schroeder 
(504) 340-1984 

karlschroeder@bellsouth.n
et 
 
Car Show Chairman 
Bill Folse 
(504) 456-2688 

b3folse@aol.com 
 
NCM Ambassador 
Tom Wooten 
(985) 674-6830 

wootent@synthes.com 
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                        Tom Songy 

                                Thomas & Monica Flick 

             Frank & Toy Graffagnini              Phil & Mary Martin  

 

 

 

 

 

Belated Birthday to Phil Martin  

 

December Birthdays 
 

                                                    
 

 

Sal Marino
 

 Frances Weher                    

Ted Matthews              

Myrt Laris                                             John Pinero  

Jimmy Richoux                                              Wally Davis                                                      

Suzanne Boylan                                               Syd Mulnick                                                                                               

Mary Berkowitz                                               Sandy Graci              

Bob Palmisano                                                             Barbara Graff               

Lisa Williams           Cynthia Schroeder    

            Dallas Pebbles        

                           Roger Lewis                  

                     Ruth Chovest 

              Stephanie Loerwald  
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Congradulations to 

Officers and Board 2010 

 

PRESIDENT              Malcolm Graff                                  VICE-PRESIDENT        Ken Gregoire 

SECRETARY             Pat Touro                                           TREASURER                 Ralph Adams 

SERGEANT AT ARMS    Steve Jones                                 BULLETIN EDITOR    Rhonda Barbe 

WEBMASTER          Steve Barbe 

BOARD MEMBERS 

 

Bob Decker         Buddy Geganheimer 

 Peter Rachel 

Jim Richoux        Karl Schroeder            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As We Celebrate Our WWII Veterans 

 

 

Sunday was the Veterans Hanger Party Social. It was well attended and amazing the energy some of these Veterans had when 

they started the dance music. They opened with the presentation of the colors, sang the National Anthem, and read the 

proclamation making the Slidell Veterans Day celebration Nationally recognized. Mayor Ben Morris went to each Veteran and 

asked them to let everyone, past and current, know where they were from and what service and campaign they were in. There 

were several WWII Veterans in attendance. Mayor Morris thanked each one for their service and giving us the freedom we all 

enjoy. Food and drinks and music were provided by local businesses. I have attached a few pictures of our cars. When the event 

ended the 3 remaining Corvettes took the opportunity to photograph their Corvettes under the huge American Flag. Check out the 

reflection of the flag on my green Corvette..... 

Thanks to Ralph Adams, Brett & Susan Wickett, Ken & Veronica Gregoire, Greg Peterman, Stan & Linda Kenney, Pat Altentaler 

and Jason & Agnes Hessler for bringing out their Corvettes to display.  

We were all proud to be a part of this activity and look forward to the parade Thanks Ralph    
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 ºTHE DRAGON HAS BEEN SLAIN» 
by 

Felix J. Famularo 

 

 
Looking north to clear skies and mild temperatures 35 corvettes from Arkansas, Mississippi, Alabama, Tennessee, and of course, 

Louisiana converged on Chattanooga for dinner.  What?  You thought we were getting together for something else?  Elvis, he 

wished, served our table and when we couldnôt find him, he was somewhere causing some girl to swoon.  Just ask Mary.  

Travelling music was once again provided by the ñCruizinô DJò.  We heard songs like ñOn Top of Old Smokyò, ------, and what 

trip to the ñTail of the Dragonò would be complete without ñPuff, The Magic Dragonò.  Advanced warnings of ñcourse changesò 

were provided by the US Navy.  Ouuuuu-ga.  Ouuuuu-ga. Dive! Dive!  

 

Sunday morning, we split into three groups travelling different routes into Gatlinburg.  With the number of options, everyone had a 

different story to tell.  I took a group up the southern route into Cherokee, NC.  Staying off of the 4 lane highways gave us a 

glimpse of what was to come.  Curves and more curves, climbs and dives.  Did I mention the colors?  Wow!  The leaves, yellows, 

oranges, and reds to deep maroons were picture postcards in every direction.  

 

Lunch and a little ñentertainmentò at Harrahôs in Cherokee, and we were off, north across the ñhillò. 

 

Once again, the posse gatheredéfor dinner you sayé.  The buffet was ñdown home cookinôò at the ñSmith Family Theaterò and 

as far as the entertainmenté.  Barbara Gammon, a member of the Razorback Corvette Club, Ft. Smith, AK, and Howard Walker 

showed us what ñteamworkò with ñhula hoopsò is all about.  And donôt forget to ask about the ñKiss Camò.  Who knows where 

videos of that might surface. 

 

Monday we woke up to an outstanding morning in the mountains.  The sky was blue, no clouds and the temperature was in the mid 

50ôs.  By the time we got to the ñTail of the Dragonò, to ñPuffò, and ñWhip It Into Shapeò, it was in the low 60ôs and climbing.  

After a safety briefing, the ñSpeedy Gonzalesò group blasted off down the ñDragonò.  Shortly after that, the ñChallangersò making 

their icon, ñWiley Coyoteò, proud, launched.  Then the ñCruisersò eased out of the parking lot waving the ñDragon Slayerò sword 

and hollering, ñGet moving, Cecil.  We can catch óem.ò  Cecil, for you younger folks, is the name of the tortoise, our icon, in the 

Aesop fable, ñThe Tortoise and the Hareò. 

 

At the southern end, more stories and ñdid you see thatôs?ò abounded.  One time, while Mary was driving, the ZR1 almost caught 

up with heré.  Thatôs what the pictures show anyway.  We spent the next three hours running the dragon, eating lunch, and doing 

a little shopping in Dealôs Gap.  Then back to the hotel for a little R & R.  Everyone made it back, leaving no parts on the ñTree of 

Shameò.  I brought a little bit of the mountain back between my right rear tire and the rim.  No problem.  It was on Maryôs side and 

I did no real damage to the mountainé. 

 

Itôs 6:30pm.  Guess what time it is.  Dinner, after an exciting tram ride up the mountain, at Ober Gatlinburg was very nice.  

Certificates were given out to all of the ñDragon Slayersò. Mona Walker earned, according to Howard, the infamous ñRubber 

Chickenò award.  Poor Howardé. Elisha Darcey was presented the ñLady Dragon Slayerò award. The ñHonor Systemò awards 

were presented to Jim Boudreaux for attaining the ñHighest óGôsô in a Turnò, Bob Decker for the ñFastest Timeò and to Chad 

Buckheister for the ñHighest Speed Attainedò.  Charlie Horton was anointed, ñMaster Dragon Slayerò, and received the ñofficialò 

Dragon Slayer sword. 

 

We didnôt care what the weather was Tuesday.  We had all ñSlain the Dragonò and made it home safely.  What a GREAT RIDE! 

Writerôs note:  I said this was the final time, but who knows?  2003, 2006, 2009.  2012? 

 

AS WITH ALL CONFEDERATION EVENTS, THEY ARE ñYôALL COMEôSò.  Donôt need to be in a Louisiana Corvette 

Club.  In fact, I encourage corvetters from everywhere to come join with us.   

 

Our goal is:  

ñHave Fun in our Corvetteò  

Our motto is:  

ñWe Cruize to Eat, and we Eat to Cruiseò 
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Contacts 
 

 

 

 

Contact Jill Mercer 

Cedar Grove Tchoupitoulas Plantation 

6533 River Road, Waggaman, La 70094 

504-431-5743 

Cell: 504-460-3047 

Email: jillmercer@yahoo.com 

  

 

Directions 
Directions From Metairie: 

Drive down Clearview Pkwy towards the Huey P. Long  

Bridge. Cross the Huey P. Once you have reached the  

other side of the bridge, go around the semi-circle and  

take a right on Hwy 90. Drive to the 1st light and take  

a right on River Road. Then, drive down river road  

about 6 minutes. Once you see the Waggaman sign, the  

plantation will be the next sign that you see on the left. 

Directions from Downtown: 

Cross the Greater N.O. Bridge. Get on the Westbank  

Expressway. Take the Expressway to Westwego.  

Continue through Westwego until you get to Hwy. 90.  

Take Hwy. 90 East toward the Huey P. Long Bridge.  

Get to River Road which is the first light and take a left. 

Get on River Road and go down about 6 minutes.  

Once you see the Waggaman sign, the plantation will be  

the next sign that you see on the left. 
 

 

©Copyright 2007 | All Rights Reserved 
Contact Jill Mercer 

Cedar Grov6533 River Road, l: 504-460-3047 
Email: jillmercer@yahoo.com 
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 From the Editors Deskééé   

 Well, it has been a nice 6 year run. I hope that your next Editor gives as much love to the job as I tried to give. 
It was always my pride and joy to do this job. I will truly miss this job.  Our club has really grown over the 
past few years and I look forward to spending more time getting to know some of the new members. In 
addition we have lost one of our greatest friends. The loss of Steve has left my heart hurting and at a total loss 
of words.     

 
Dee Kaplan - Editor 

 

 

 

 

                            

 

 

 

Due to production deadlines, it is requested that all articles, announcements, ads, blurbs, etc. 

be turned in to the Editor no later than the 26
th

 of each month . Anything received after 

that date will be included the following month . Iõve been really lax about this, guys and have 
made quite a few exceptions, but I canõt keep scrambling to make room for things at the last 
second. I know yaõll are busy, but I am too. There is no reason to not know the deadline. It is 
printed in the exact same spot every month.                                   Thank you ð Editor 
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