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Fiberglass Vieuxs  

GREATER NEW ORLEANS CORVETTE CLUB  
General Membership Meeting 

July 3,2009 
Italian Pie 5650 Jefferson Hwy, Harahan, La 

Dinner 6:30  Meeting 7:30 

 

 

WWW.GNOCC.COM 
 

2009 Officers 
 

President 
Alton Rivero 

altoncr@cox.net 
(504) 467-7721 
 
Vice President  
Malcolm Graff 
(504) 738-6525 

macnbarb@bellsouth.net 
 
Secretary 
Veronica Gregoire 
(504) 468-1452 

vgregoire@bellsouth.net 
 
Treasurer 
Ralph Adams 
(985) 645-8943 

ralphna@bellsouth.net 
 
Sergeant at Arms 
Steve Jones 
(504) 837-1768 

pacecar95@cox.net 
 
Bulletin Editor 
Dee Kaplan 
(985) 331-8995 

mita199@cox.net 
 
Webmaster 
Steven Barbe 

webmaster@gnocc.com 
 

Membership Director 
Bob Himes 
(225) 313-3238 
cocodrie55@cox.net 
 

PRESIDENT'S VIEWS 

                                                             

 Hello everyone.  Summer is 

upon us and the calendar is full 

of events.  This past weekend 

was the Trail of the Broken 

Guitar String trip to Tupelo.   

All I can say is if you didnôt 

go, you missed a very fun trip.  Thanks again to Buddy 

and Karl.  Check the news letter for articles. 

   

There are a lot of fun indoor and outdoor events coming 

up.  On July 12
th
 is our Annual GNOCC Bowling Event 

at Colonial Lanes.  On July 18
th
 we will cruise to 

Rotoloôs Pizza grand opening for lunch.  On July 26
h
 is 

the Zams swamp tour.  On August 23
rd

 is the GNOCC 

Bunko Party at the Italian Pie.  Please RSVP for these 

events so we can plan the food needed.  Malcolm will 

be sending out emails for these events. 

Donôt forget, we are underway with the planning of our 

2009 ExtraVetteGanza all Corvette Show, which will be 

held September 26
th  

 at Bayou Country in Slidell.  I am 

asking all members to please register your Vette and 

help out anyway you can.  If you or someone you know 

owns a business, please consider purchasing a 

sponsorship award.     

Please check the website for more info on the show.          

Our next club meeting is July 10
th
 .   Hope to see you at 

the meeting. 

 

 

Alton  

BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS 

 
Sam Green 
(504) 837-7446 

sgreen@lhjunius.com 
 
Ken Gregoire 
(504) 450-0454 

kgregoire@bellsouth.net 
 
Jim Richoux 
(504) 341-9063 

jimmyrichoux@cox.net 
 
Chuck Boylan 
(985) 725-1255 

chuck.allstate@yahoo.com 
 
Peter Rachel 
(504) 888-8328 

peterrachel@bellsouth.net 
 
Karl Schroeder 
(504) 340-1984 

karlschroeder@bellsouth.n
et 
 
Car Show Chairman 
Bill Folse 
(504) 456-2688 

b3folse@aol.com 
 
NCM Ambassador 
Tom Wooten 
(985) 674-6830 

wootent@synthes.com 
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       Dave & Jeanne Rillieux          Mitch & Kelly Decker      Dennis & Margaret Bentel 

               Buddy & Susan Weems 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                               July Birthdays 

 
          Janet Gallineau                        Bill Wiss        

          Bernadine Smith                      Dian Richoux    

          Patty Bloecher                         Ken Loerwald    

          Frank Trapani                          Meg Trapani         

         Albert Olsen                Kay Knight     

         Bryen Pontiff                            Ronnie Landry     

         Gale Decker                Victor Brossette 

         Sharon Pertuit                Susan Himes 

          Maria McLin      

          Bertha Brock         
 

                                                                                                   
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
            
                     
                                                                                   

 

         

Tin Lizzie 
 

 

Because of a conflict on Aug 9
th
, with Tin Lizzie, the event will not he held this year. They wanted to book another 

event at the same time and I felt like this would compromise our event so I elected to re-schedule next year. Thanks 

for supporting the event in the past and looking forward to doing it again next year. 

 

Jim Richoux  
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GNOCCôs 4
th
 Annual Poker Run 

     Just when you say ñYou canôt top thisò they do. Great job Sam and Dee on our 4
th
 Annual Poker 

Run. The stops were well chosen as we honored our Military on Memorial Day Weekend. We met 

first at the Garden of Memories Cemetery with a little drizzly rain that kept us inside to pull our first 

card. As the weather cleared we headed for Metairie Lakelawn Cemetery which we found out is 

entered in the National Register of Historic Places. Lakelawn is a very interesting and uniquely 

beautiful place. Sam Green provided us with lots of reading material of facts on the Cemetery. I 

believe we all enjoyed the beautiful statues, stained glass, tile paintings, mosaic windows, a fountain 

and yes we did see ñJesusò. I asked him for a good poker hand but I guess he had better things to do 

because I did not get one. Here we drew our second card. 

 From Lakelawn we hit the streets of New Orleans. Some of us commented on seeing places 

and driving on streets we have never been on before. Lots of History right here in our city that we 

just donôt get to visit Our next card was pulled at Tulane University. The Newcomb Art Gallery was 

exhibiting a collection entitled ñSeven Rediscovered Tiffany Windows-In Company with Angels.ò 

This was a very beautiful and interesting exhibit. We were so glad Sam and Dee discovered this for 

our 3
rd
 stop. 

 We left the Gallery for a nice drive across the Greater New Orleans Mississippi River Bridge 

way down Lafayette Street past the Air Force Base in Belle Chase. As we drove getting close to the 

Belle Chase Tunnel Malcolm could see a wall of rain about ½ mile down the road. Well we made a 

quick pit stop to put our top up just in time before the heavens opened up.  We only had rain for a 
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mile or two and then all was good. A few others had the need to make a quick pit stop but theirs was 

ñThe Daiquiri Shopò. Another 30 miles we arrived at our 4
th
 stop, The Woodland Plantation. The 

Woodland was built in the 1830ôs and has been on the label of Southern Comfort since 1934. We 

toured the Plantation, watched the owner feed an alligator, enjoyed a delicious refreshing drink from 

the bar, chatted with our Corvette friends and pulled our next playing card.  

 Our last stop and our last card for our Poker hand was the usual restaurant New Orleans 

Hamburger & Seafood. Everyone ate while Ralph took care of reviewing each play sheet to 

determine the winners. Sam and Dee presented the winners with cash awards and a few door prizes 

for some lucky folks. Thanks Sam and Dee for all your hard work putting together our 4
th
 Annual 

successful Poker Run. Everyone had a great time and look forward to next year. 

Barbara Graff  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Swap Meet 

 

 

On September 26, 2009, GNOCC will host its annual car show (Extravetteganza) at Bayou Country in Slidell.  I 

spoke to Alton and Malcolm and they agreed to let me and a couple of other members host a swap meet.  The idea is 

to let members from all clubs lease a space for the cost of a car entry and sell car parts.  It should be a good revenue 

source and an opportunity to clean out your garage and get paid for doing so.  I have done this at several shows over 

the past years and have been very successful at getting rid of unwanted parts and making some extra cash to buy more 

parts.  We have a few months before the show, so you will have time to get your parts together and price them.  If you 

only have a few parts, several people can share the cost of the space.  If we are successful in the venture, maybe we 

can get some Corvette vendors to participate in upcoming years.  If anyone has any suggestions, please contact me via 

email and we can discuss it with Alton and Malcolm.  Any feedback on the number of people interested in 

participating would be appreciated. 

  

Gerald Avery 

 gmavery@bellsouth.net 

 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

TRAIL OF THE BROKEN GUITAR STRING 

 

 

W O W!!!   Wonderful, Organized, Well-Planned!!  The trip to Tupelo this weekend was a non-stop party from Friday 

until Sunday afternoon.  The Confederation of Corvette Clubs of Louisiana, under the very adept planning of Buddy 

Gegenheimer and Felix Famularo, prepared a memorable and truly fun adventure to start out our Corvette Summer.  

The first group of Corvette enthusiasts met at the Café Du Monde in Metairie and picked up Corvetters along the way 

in Hammond, and near Kentwood, Louisiana.  A group of Mississippi members also waited for the caravan for their 

ñfly-byò entry in to the caravan.   

mailto:gmavery@bellsouth.net
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We all ate a delicious lunch at the Cock of the Walk Restaurant in Ridgeland, Mississippi.  We had chicken, fried 

catfish, vegetables, hush puppies, fries, and coleslaw and the food was ample in portion and delicious.  I am so glad 

that I took a ñdoggy bagò after we finished the meal, since it went to a very worthy causeétwo sweet dogs at a gas 

station near Tupelo. The mama dog was part pit-bull and the poor little lame dog really enjoyed the fish, chicken, and 

fries for their dinner!  After leaving the Cock of the Walk, we travelled through the Natchez Trace, and the trees and 

water were beautiful.  We had a lovely stop at the Jeff Busby Overlook and many of us took pictures of our wonderful 

Corvettes and each other with the canyon below.  The Friday adventure was even more enjoyable since Felix played 

great Elvis songs on the radios, so that we could all hear the beloved songs of Elvis.  Some of us got to contribute to 

the festivity by interjecting our favorite Elvis songs for all to hear on their Motorola hand- held radios. I chose to play 

ñGood Rockin Tonightò, ñTeddy Bearò, and ñDonôt Be Cruelò, while Felix played such hits as ñHard-Headed 

Womanò, which he dedicated to the ladies on the trip, as well as ñMy Wayò, ñSuspicious Mindsò, ñHeartbreak Hotelò, 

and many, many more Elvis hits.  That evening we arrived in Tupelo during a heavy rainstorm and checked into our 

room via flashlights of the desk clerks.  But, that rain could not dampen our fun as we departed for a great dinner at 

Vanelliôs Restaurant near the Baymont Inn. 

 

On Saturday morning we were anxious to start a wonderful day of adventure and good times.  Our first stop was the 

Tupelo Auto Museum, where we purchased our Poker Run hands and took chances on a lovely black leather Corvette 

jacket.  From there we visited the Tupelo Hardware Store, where Gladys Love Presley bought Elvisô first guitar.  

Although little Elvis was supposed to get a bike that day, he set his sights on a gun (in which Mama Gladys quickly 

dissented) and settled for a guitar.  Our presenter told us that little Elvis said, ñThatôs Alright, Mamaò  Ha!   So, that is 

where our talented little Elvis started his lifelong music journey!  We had a very informative talk by Mr. George 

Booth, the owner of this quaint and unique hardware store, and many of us bought our beany baby hound dogs, guitar 

picks, and key rings to remember our trip to this historic, large hardware store. 

 

From there, we headed over to Elvisô Birthplace to tour his two bedroom home, which Vernon Presley built for $180, 

which he had to borrow.  Elvis, Vernon, and Gladys only got to live there until he was three, since they didnôt have 

enough money to pay the mortgage, and Vernon had difficulty finding employment.   The family had to live with his 

Aunt Delta and Grandmother until his family moved to Memphis to live in a government subsidized home in 

Whitehaven.   One of the saddest things that happened to this family was that Vernon had to serve time in prison for 

issuing some bad checks to buy food for his family.  How tragicé  I feel that these hard times were the reason that 

Elvis was always so generous in his adult life and gave many people Cadillacôs, houses, jewelry, wheelchairs, and 

other things that they could not afford.  He never forgot his destitute youth and those folks who could use some help.  

The small cottage was very authentic and we were allowed to take many pictures inside and out. The Elvis Museum 

and Chapel were very nicely done and we took lots of pictures by the large cut-outs of Elvis.   

 

After leaving the Elvis birthplace house, we took some winding roads to Lake Tombigbee and had a delicious lunch at 

the Grill, where Elvis used to eat.   From the Grill, we headed back to the Tupelo Auto Museum to have a Car Show 

and to tour the large Auto Museum.  There were beautiful cars such as old Packardôs, muscle cars, Corvettes; 

Liberaceôs redesigned Corvette, and a blue Lincoln Mark IV that Elvis gave as a gift to a lucky recipient.  Following 

this tour and Car Show many of the group participated in the Poker Run and several of us went back to Elvisôs 

birthplace to take in some more sights. 

 

That evening we ventured back to the Auto Museum and had a fantastic dinner which had beef, potato salad, coleslaw, 

barbequed beans, and pudding.   Following our dinner, there was an award ceremony to give out poker run awards 

and plaques for the favorite cars in the car show.  We were all elated when Michael Leeds won the 50/50 cash award.  

Congratulations, Michael!!   We had a great time taking pictures of the cars and Elvis posters on the back wall, (which 

spelled out ELVIS) and waited for our ñentertainment.ò  As we sat in the darkened room, our ñElvisò came out in a 

beautiful white, Las Vegas style jumpsuit,  and sang so many of our cherished Elvis songs.  Among them were 
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Separate Ways, Polk Salad Annie, My Way, Bridge Over Troubled Water, (which he dedicated to me), The Wonder of 

You, Hound Dog, and many , many more. He gave out scarves to the ladies and signed autographs after the show.  He 

was a very nice and personable young man, who originally lived in Monroe, Louisiana and moved to Tupelo several 

years ago.  His name was Jack Curtis and we all enjoyed the energy and humor of his Elvis tribute show. 

 

On Sunday morning, many of us left in different caravans to try to escape the bad weather in Tupelo.  Our group, 

which consisted of Felix Famularo and Mary Berkwitz, Carol and Gordon Wilhoft, Faith and Vic Giordano and Bryan 

and me, left at 9:15 and encountered some pretty heavy rain for about 45 minutes and then headed into sunny and 

warm weather as we travelled further south.  We had lunch at the Cracker Barrell in Meridian and arrived home in 

beautiful clear skies. 

 

I want to sincerely thank Buddy and Sue Geggenheimer and any others who helped to make this trip so organized and 

well-planned.  It was fun from start to finish.  My warm appreciation goes to Felix for heading our caravan always 

keeping us abreast of the turns and stops along our journey.  And, I cannot forget he wonderful hospitality that the 

Mississippi Corvette Club showed to us at the Auto Museum, Poker Run, Barbeque Party, and in presenting our Elvis 

Tribute show.  They were so generous and friendly é true Corvette enthusiasts, warm and full of the joy in life. 

 

We are looking forward to having another Tupelo trip next year and Buddy has more fun and entertaining things on 

his agenda.  Thank you, thank you very much (as our Elvis always said)! 

 

Kathy Culbertson 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Anything for the Kids 

by 

Felix J. Famularo 

 

If you want to feel fortunate and count your blessings, you need but to attend or watch the Childrenôs Hospital 

Telethon on WDSU-TV. 

On Sunday afternoon, May 31, ten members of Crescent City Corvette Club manned the telephones at the 

annual telethon.  On stage were several children who had been helped or were in the process of being helped by 

Childrenôs Hospital.  Seeing those children in various states of recovery would make any ñstrong man or womanò tear 

up.  I just wish I had their strength, sometime.  How in the world can a young girl, maybe 7 years old, with cancer be 

laughing?  Sheôs a much stronger person than I ever was or ever will be.  Thanks to Childrenôs Hospital and their way 

with kids, she does.   

At 3:15pm, Richard Buckheister, Mary Berkowitz and Bob Leeds, presented our check to Dan Milham for 

$6,100.00.  We were especially proud that one of our sister Corvette Clubs, Greater New Orleans Corvette Club, 

donated the $100.00 prize for the ñclub participationò award from our Legends Car Show back to our charity.  Their 

kindness did not go un-noticed.   

In conjunction with our donation, the Louisiana Chapter of the National Corvette Restorerôs Society, 

represented by Jim Boudreaux, presented their check for $1,160.00. 

  The total donation from the Corvette clubs was $7,260.00.  Mr. Roger Gorman of Childrenôs Hospital 

expressed his sincere appreciation for our generosity. 

The goal for the telethon was $1.4 million dollars.  When they went off the air, they had pledges totaling 

$1,458.237.00.  

I donôt know about you, but knowing our donations help ñourò children just makes me feel all ñwarm and 

fuzzy insideò. We should all consider the kids and Childrenôs Hospital when choosing a charity in our personal, 

professional and social lives. ANYTHING FOR ñTHE KIDSò! 
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 GREATER NEW ORLEANS CORVETTE CLUB Meetings, 

Events, and Activities Calendar 

 
 

2009 
 

 June 30
th

 Board Meeting 

 

July 10
th

 General Membership Meeting 

 At the Italian Pie on Jefferson Hwy 

 Meeting at 7:00 come early to eat.  
 
July 12

th
 Bowling Event Colonial Bowling Lanes COLONIAL BOWLING LANES 

6601 Jefferson Hwy, Harahan 
3:00 till 5:00 
Pizza and Coke will be served. 

More information contact Malcolm at macnbarb@earthlink.net 

This outing is open to GNOCC paid members ONLY 
 

July 12th - 16th    NCRS National Convention 

Visit the NCRS Web site for additional information www.ncrs.org or contact Mike Leeds at meleeds@netzero.net for 

additional information. 

This outing is open to ALL Corvette enthusiast 

July 26
th

 Zams Swamp Tour 

.  Contact Alton Rivera at altoncr@cox.net for additional information 

This is a "Y'ALL COME" event.  

This outing is open to ALL Corvette enthusiast 

 

July 28
th

  Board Meeting 

 

August 7
th

 General Membership Meeting 

 At the Italian Pie on Jefferson Hwy 

 Meeting at 7:00 come early to eat.  
 
August 23rd - GNOCC - Bonko Party  

The Italian Pie 5650 Jefferson Hwy, Harahan  more information to follow  

More information contact Maria Credo at crdom@bellsouth.net 

This outing is open to GNOCC paid members ONLY 

 
September 3rd - 5th - NCM 15th Anniversary Labor Day Weekend 

Celebrating 15 years of growth and changes, will be celebrated with the arrival of the National Corvette Caravans with 
participants from around the globe. 

http://www.corvettemuseum.com/registration/celebration/info.shtml 

National Corvette Caravan returns to Bowling Green in 2009! All Roads Lead to Bowling Green! 

Click link for update http://corvettecaravan.com/#latest This outing is open to GNOCC paid members ONLY 

http://webmail.central.cox.net/do/mail/message/mailto?to=macnbarb%40earthlink.net
http://webmail.central.cox.net/do/redirect?url=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.ncrs.org
http://webmail.central.cox.net/do/mail/message/mailto?to=altoncr%40cox.net
http://webmail.east.cox.net/do/mail/message/mailto?to=crdom%40bellsouth.net
http://webmail.east.cox.net/do/redirect?url=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.corvettemuseum.com%252Fregistration%252Fcelebration%252Finfo.shtml
http://webmail.east.cox.net/do/redirect?url=http%253A%252F%252Fcorvettecaravan.com%252F%2523latest
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The Greater New Orleans Corvette Club bulletin, FIBERGLASS VIEUXS,  is 

published monthly and circula ted to 120+ Club Members as well as other Clubs 

in Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, Texas, and Florida. Soéééé 

place your business ad today!!!!!!!  

  
Prices are based on an annual fee (12 issues): 

Ĳ Page Ad (business card)ééé$40.00 
ı Page Adééééééééé$100.00 

Full Page Adéééééééé..$150.00            
 

Complete the form below and return it with your ñcamera readyò advertisement 

and payment to:   

GNOCC   P.O.Box 1607   Metairie, LA   70004 

  

 
YOUR NAME:__________________________ ______  

 
YOUR BUSINESS NAME:_______________________ 

 

ADDRESS:__________________________________  
 

PHONE #:__________________________ ______ __  
 

EMAIL: ____________________________ ______ __  
 

Thank you for your support! 
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