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PRESIDENT'S VIEWS 

                                                                    

 Hello everyone.  I hope 

you enjoyed the annual 

crawfish boil at Rick & 

Collette Weaverôs house 

on May 2nd.  The weather 

was perfect, the food was great, and we had a 

great turn out.  850 lbs of crawfish was boiled.  

Thanks again to Rick and Collette for hosting 

nearly 200 people at their home.   

June is filled with vacation trips and one club 

trip.  On June 12, 13, and14
th 
there is the ñTrail 

of The Broken Guitar Stringò trip to Tupelo 

Mississippi.       Malcolm will be sending out 

emails for this event. 

We are underway with the planning of our 2009 

ExtraVetteGanza all Corvette Show, which will 

be held September 26
th  

 at Bayou Country in 

Slidell.  I am asking all members to please 

register your Vette and help out anyway you 

can to make your show a huge success.    

  Please check the website for more info on the 

show.          

Our next club meeting is June 5th.   Hope to see 

you at the meeting. 

 

Alton  
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Paul & Joanna Trapani  Joe & Ann Lagarde 

Paul & Heidi Hanger  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                               June Birthdays 
 

                                                 Kim Avery                                   Gary Kaplan              
                                                Jim McLin                                    Hank Williams     
                                                Austin Romaguera                       Mary Pat Walter      
                                                Shirley Rodriguez                         Leah Wooten 
                                                Jacki Boudreaux                         Linda Creel       
                                                Pat Krystek                         Ancil Wilkinson           
                                                Shawn Touro                               Paul Harer               
                                                Kenneth Lee                                Daniel Feirman                 
                                                                                                    Bill Blocher 
                                                                                                    
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
            
                     
                                                                                   

                                                                                     The Wall that Heals  

On Friday May 8
th
 Sam Green and several of her friends drove to visit the traveling memorial. I went early so  

that I could have some quiet time with an old friend. I never imagined how hard it would be to see his name  

on the wall. Just sitting there brought it all back, the good and the sad memories. While I was there waiting for 

 our group I met Gunny the Vietnam Vet that drives the truck carrying the wall to each destination. He truly lives  

to see that no one forgets the men and women that were lost. I also met several Vets that had donated their time to 

 help while the Wall is here. They were wonderful to talk to and listen to a small part of their stories.  

After everyone was done reading the history and seeing many pictures and visiting the wall, it was time for us to  

leave. That was easier said than done. Ken Centolaôs car decided to have a mind of its own and not start. Ken put 

 in a call to a towing company and was told the wait could be up to two hours. We had such a wonderful group  

of people, Frank and Meg Trapani, Ken and Veronica Gregoire, Sam Green and myself  and of course Ken and 

 Edna. We decided to stay as a group and wait together. Within a few minutes of the sun going down here came  

the mosquitoes. The Tramaniôs came to the rescue with bug spray. Within an hour here came the tow truck and 

 the driver had brought along a friend so there was no room for both Ken and Edna in the tow truck. So needless 

 to say frustrations were setting in. Thank heaven Sam and I drove separately so that we each had an extra seat. 

 So we were all off to get some dinner, but I must explain that poor Edna had to ride with a cement frog between  

her legs. The frog was a gift from Sam for my yard and she had just given it to me. We all had a great dinner and 

 now a few laughs at the evening. It is wonderful to be a part of a family that truly believes all for one, and one  

for all.  

Dee Kaplan  



 

 

         

 

 
 

On Thursday May 7
th
 Malcolm & I, Dan & Janet Gallineau, Danny Gallineau , Dallas Pebbles, and Bobby 

Warner set out for our cruise to the 11
th
 Annual Central Arkansas Corvette Club Weekend. On our drive up we did run 

into a bit of rain so the 1
st
 thing we had to do was find a hose. We were so lucky, the host Hotel ñThe Peabodyò could 

not have been more accommodating and in no time the cars were washed, dried, and driven right into the Convention 

Center. Due to a possibility of bad weather the show was moved inside. With a little more detailing to do on the cars, 

the evening went by fast and before we knew it we were heading to the Early Bird Reception at the River Market 

Place. There we were welcomed by the Arkansas Corvette Club, entertained by a live band, Hors dôoeurves, drinks, 

and door prizes. 

 On Friday you could pick your activities. The weather was still really nice so Janet and I decided to do the 

Scavenger Hunt. We walked and walked and walked. I thought of it as exercise and it really paid off because I won 1
st
 

place $50.00 having all 10 answers correct. Later Dan and Janet participated in the Poker Run and of course Janet had 

the winning hand, a full house, worth $250.00. A few of us went to do the parade and some went for Beer and Pizza at 

a great little restaurant down the street. We all met back at the Hotel lobby for a relaxing time chatting and listening to 

some music by musicians playing the saxophone and keyboard. 

 Saturday was the big SHOW day. How lucky could we get, the Convention Center was just an escalator ride 

from the Hotel Lobby.  All we had to do is dust the cars a little and enjoy the rest of the day looking at all the beautiful 

Corvettes shinning under the florescent lights. Dan and Janet were honored as the ñBest of Showò winners from last 

year. Their blue C5 was displayed next to the stage where the awards were given out. Their awesome C5 was pictured 

everywhere on flyers, posters, name tags, trophies, plaques, and even more. Everyone took home a ñBest of Classò 

award and in addition Bobby Warner also received the ñGovernorôs awardò which was pretty exciting.  

 The catfish lunch we pre-paid for at the time of registration was absolutely delicious. The Arkansas Club did 

an outstanding job making sure everyone had enough to eat and drink. 

 One little interesting attraction was the Peabody ducks. The Peabody Hotel is known for the March of the 

Peabody Ducks. Every morning at 11:00 the red carpet is rolled out and the 5 ducks march out of the elevator and 

down the red carpet into a pond in the hotel lobby. Every evening at 5:00 they roll the red carpet out again and they 

return to the 2
nd

 floor roof top where they sleep until the next morning. It is quite a site to see. 

 If you are an American Idol addict like me, you will find this very interesting. The 3 finalist on American Idol 

were to go back to their home towns for a visit and reunion with their fans. Well, to our surprise Kris Allen was 



 

 

coming to Little Rock! You know where I was Friday at noon, right at the River Market stage waiting his arrival along 

with thousands of other screaming little girls. Wow, it was quite an experience. That is what I call being at the right 

place at the right time. 

 I have to say Malcolm and Bobby had to beat a record and we arrived home safely in 7 ½ hours. Way to go 

guys! 

 

Barbara Graff 

  
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Vettes and Jets Nawlins 2009 
          Jim Richoux 
 

Once again we were privileged to be invited to display our Corvettes on the tarmac for the Nawlins Air show. 

We met at McDonald on Manhattan Blvd. and some of us had breakfast there. We departed at 7AM on schedule with 

thirty six beautiful Corvettes and as we were leaving, Dan informed me that there were changes in our plans, we were 

to enter the Back Gate instead of the Main Gate and that worked out OK except for Buddy who was waiting for us at 

a different location, Buddy did make it and joined the group as we were parking the cars. The agreed upon parking 

pattern was changed as well as the location where we were to park and it quickly became apparent that whatever we 

had planned on would not happen. So going with the flow we let them park the cars as they wanted to and we 

proceeded with the business at hand, which is to polish those beautiful Corvettes to a military spit and polish shine 

and get ready for a review. After the cars were detailed we pulled out the chairs and proceeded to enjoy the air show 

and at the same time show the Vettes. There were so many people who never get to see a Corvette up close and our 

club member were so gracious in letting the public up close to see and sometimes sit in the cars. I am so proud of our 

club members for taking the time to share their experiences and knowledge and being so patient in answering 

countless questions about that wonderful machine that we call Corvettes. I am also very proud of the way we took 

extra time and effort with members of our military who visited the display, thanks Guys and Gals for being so kind 

and gracious. I think Buddy had as much fun hoisting kids into his car so Mom or Dad could take pictures of the small 

kids in his Vette, as he did watching the show.  

The F-22 Raptor was jus awesome and I was amazed at what that airplane can do. Airplanes are amazing, but 

the quality of the aerobatic shows this year was up a notch, there were super pilots out there doing whatever you can 

imagine and things you cannot imagine in an airplane. I absolutely loved it. The Blue angels are like no other 

performing group and there show as usual was something to see and we all enjoyed it. Dan Fierman had his personal 

airplane on display, a 1952 North American Navion painted in Navy colors, what a beautiful airplane. I was told that 

the Blue Angels would be back in 2011 and that we would definitely be back for our Sunday display. 

When the show ended I was told to line up quickly and we would be escorted out, which we did, however that 

changed quickly as an Officer with security decided that this was a bad idea. As we waited in line to be escorted out 

Chad Triche had a flat on his left front tire. I told the officer in charge that we need to hold up a few minutes to decide 

what Chad needed to do to resolve the problem. The officer told me that he was ordered to clear the Corvettes off the 

Tarmac so we had to move and he called for a truck with a compressor to assist Chad. I had no choice but to proceed 

out of the gate as ordered and trust that the officer would give Chad the necessary assistance he needed. Dan Fierman 

then came to the rescue and assisted Chad with the tire problem and actually took the tire over to Pep Boys and had it 

fixed. Thanks, Dan for all of the assistance in getting us in for the display and special thanks for assisting Chad. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Trip to Key West 

 
We couldnôt have asked for a more perfect day as we pulled out and left the Mississippi Welcome Center and entered 

on I-10 to start our trip that would eventually end in Key West. Bob and Susan, and Buddy and Sue as well as Dian 

and I were disappointed that several of our close friends could not make the trip due to illness and the economy. 

Spirits were high and we were anxious to get moving. The smaller group did afford us more flexibility and we 

definitely took advantage of being able to switch plans at the last minute. The trip to Lake City, Florida was 

uneventful and we enjoyed a leisure dinner and a glass of wine and called it a night. 

 

The next morning we drove to Ocala which took about a couple of hours and we stopped at The Don Garlits Drag 

Racing Museum. We took the self guided tour and thereôs lots of drag racing cars in that museum from the first Drag 

Race Car that Don Garlists built to his last and heôs still not finished building ñSwamp Ratsò. We saw the Sling Shot 

type dragster that he wrecked and lost part of his foot. While recuperating in the hospital he designed and built the 

first modern day dragster where the driver sits in front of the motor. That drive train design is still in use today. 

  

As we worked out way through the museum Don Garlits came walking through and I asked if he would take a picture 

with the group. He did, and if you saw the pictures you can see he was working. After the picture taking, and our 

expression of gratitude for contributing so much to the sport, Don returned to work. We continue our tour of the many 

drag racing cars and thoroughly enjoyed the museum.  As I left the museum I had to call Bob Palmisano and tell him I 

just shook hand with ñBig Daddyò himself and wished he could have been with us. Bob and Rose Maria had a conflict 

and could not join us on this trip. Bob is an old drag racer and at one time held a state record driving a dragster; he 

would have enjoyed this visit. It was then off to lunch and from there we headed to Punta Gorda for the day. Dian 

however was distracted by a billboard that read ñRussell Stover Outlet Centerò, a quick call to the group and before 

we knew it we were pulling into the Russell Stover outlet. As we pulled in we noticed that there were eight or so 

Corvetteôs in the parking lot and pulled alongside the group. Once in we sample chocolate and bought candy and 

exchanged stories with the other Corvette Group that had also seen the billboard and decided to stop.  

The drive to Punta Gorda was an easy drive and our host Glenn Hutchinson called at regular intervals to be absolutely 

certain that we were not having any problems. Let me introduce Glenn to you. Glenn is the President of Corvettes of 

Naples and has held that position for the last thirteen years. He made hotel and dinner arrangements for us. Dinner 

was at this lovely restaurant overlooking the bay and Glenn and his wife Sandy told us of their move from Houma to 

Naples for greater opportunity in the recreational boat business. Glenn seems to be known by everyone in the 

Corvette Community and was a gracious host. Thanks, Glenn. 

 

The following morning after a hearty breakfast Glenn took us to visit Rick Treworgyôs Muscle Car City; there are no 

MOPARS in the building. The Museum is housed in what was formerly a Wall Mart Store and is really done up well. 

Rick was there and took us through his collection of Corvetteôs and this guy really has a passion for the C-2 Big Block 

Corvettes. Glenn had two of his driver cars in the museum, both C-2 with modified power trains, one had a LS1 

engine and the other a Z06 power train. Yes, Rick said they are fun to drive. The pictures should be posted on the web 

site so enjoy the tour as we did. We spent the morning in the Museum and had lunch there and spent a lot of time with 

Rick discussing the museum.  

 

After lunch Bob and Susan headed for a leisurely drive back home by way of the Gulf Coast. Dian and I and Buddy 

and Sue drove off towards Key West. The ride through the Everglades is very interesting and we made several stops 

along the way including a stop at the Ranger Station. There was an elevated walk way over the Everglades and we 

marveled at the numerous alligators, normally this would not be something that attracts our attention but these were 

really big alligators. 

 

The Florida Keys are beautiful and driving the Vettes made the experience that more enjoyable. We made frequent 



 

 

stops to enjoy the beautiful water and beaches along the way. We watch a group of kite surfers and they really move 

fast through the water. The next stop was at Robbieôs Marina to feed the Tarpon. As we walked in the marina we 

bought a small bucket of fish and walked out onto the dock expecting to see a few Tarpons. Wow!!!, were we 

surprised at the size of the fish and the large number of Tarpons swimming around the dock. I was told to take a fish 

and hold it above the water and a fish would swim up to get the fish. What I didnôt expect was to see a Tarpon shoot 

out of the water like a missile and grab the fish. I believe that Buddy was able to take a few pictures of me feeding the 

fish. Itôs really something to see a Tarpon with mouth wide open hurling itself into the air. After we ran our out of fish 

Buddy, inquires as to the possibly fish for Tarpons off the dock, sounded like a good idea to me. We were told 

explicitly, that under no conditions could we fish off the dock, not even with barb less hooks. We jumped back into 

the Vettes and drove South finally arrived in Key West at Sunset. We had dinner at a local Blues and Barbecue 

restaurant and a glass of wine by the pool and called it a night. 

 

The next morning we were off on a walking tour of Key West and visited the Hemmingway House, the Light Tower, 

and The Mel Fisher Treasure Museum and then off to Mallory Square. While strolling through all of the shops on 

Duval Street we were entertained by the Drag Queen Bed Race through Key West. The pictures tell the story better 

than I can ever describe the race and costumes. Key West is truly a great city to walk through with the lovely old 

homes and the wide mix of characters to entertain you. We had a nice dinner and took a taxi back to the hotel and 

settled in for a glass of wine next to the pool. 

 

The next morning we departed Key West and Buddy and Sue stayed for another day of visiting the area, it was their 

first trip to the Keys and I suspect it wonôt be the last.  

 

Jim Richoux 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

NAWLINS AIR SHOW 

 

 

On Sunday, May 3, The Greater New Orleans Corvette Club sponsored a caravan trip to attend the annual New 

Orleans Air Show in Belle Chasse.    40 of our beautiful, distinctive Corvettes were on display for the Air Show 

attendees to admire.  Our cars drew so much attention and compliments that the world famous Blue Angel precision 

flying teams were often the 2
nd

 highlight of the show.   

 

Among the various thrilling air flights were displays by Fat Albert, the Blue Angels, and several fighter jets and 

countless private planes. 

 

There were so many other interesting sites to see, such as the Virtual Army Experience, Hurricane Hunter plane, 

SWAT team arsenal of weapons from the NOPD, and countless other planes and helicopters, including the Black 

Hawk helicopter. 

 

One feature of the Air show that drew a great deal of attention was a visit by Darth Vadar and several of his Storm 

Trooper pilots.  He and his ñteamò took pictures with us and our Corvettes, as well as the children and adults who are 

avid Star Wars fans.   

 

The Air Show ended with the spectacular precision maneuvers of the renowned Blue Angels and a wonderful 

presentation by Fat Albert.  These world famous jets were a true a display of the technology and training of the United 

States military and their personnel.  The strength of our military gave us great pride in our country. 

 

I want to thank Jim Richoux for planning this patriotic and fun event.  We had a great time visiting with each other 

and getting some ñsunburnò, while viewing the great stunts and maneuvers.  Kathy Culbertson                                                     



 

 

CRAWFISH  BOIL 

 

On Saturday, May 2, the Greater New Orleans Corvette Club, Crescent City Corvette Club, and Northshore Corvette 

Club held their annual Crawfish Boil at the lovely home of Rick and Collette Weaver in Slidell. Their home was 

beautiful and the kitchen held countless desserts, while the crawfish and other delicious foods were being prepared in 

their water view backyard.   

 

The food items were plentiful and delicious.  They included boiled crawfish, corn, sausage, mushrooms, sweet 

potatoes, hot potatoes and green peppers.  The food was seasoned to perfection and able to satisfy the large, happy 

crowd of Corvette members. 

 

After eating, many of us went to see our ñownò Corvette show in front of Rick and Colletteôs home.  Bill Folse 

proudly showed us his new acquisition, the Victory Red Z-06, and Bob and Virginia Huffman showed us their new 

yellow C-6 Vette.  Our cars provided a great show to the neighbors and visitors in the subdivision. 

 

I want to thank Rick and Collette for allowing us to use their beautiful home and yard for the Crawfish Boil every 

year.  We appreciate their hospitality and beautiful waterfront (or back) view.   Thanks guys!! Kathy Culbertson 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

St. Jude Labor of Love Car Show 

 

On Saturday, April, 25, 2009, the Baton Rouge Corvette Club presented its annual St. Jude Labor of Love Car Show 

in Plaquemine, Louisiana.  There were over 184 vehicles on display at the lovely area, known as ñThe Locksò in 

Plaquemine.  The array of vehicles included vintage cars and trucks, race cars, Street Rods, and of course, our beloved 

Corvettes.  They were parked all over the grassy area and were quite a display for the countless visitors and car 

enthusiasts who came to view the car show. 

 

Among the highlights of the show were a  silent auction and regular auction, many craft and food vendors and the 

wonderful picture of our vehicle encased in the tasteful wooden plaque.  It was a truly fun and exciting day for auto 

enthusiasts.  At 3:00 p.m., the Award Ceremony began and many of our treasured vehicles were honored with 

beautiful acrylic trophies and awards. 

 

The highlight of my day was the distinct honor of winning the coveted Buddy Cook Award, from the Greater New 

Orleans Corvette Club.  Alton Rivero, the President of the GNOCC and his Vice President, Malcolm Graff, presented 

this very SPECIAL, beautiful plaque, in its mahogany wooden frame to me.  It meant so much to me, because of the 

dear friendship I enjoyed with Buddy Boo and for all that he did as Webmaster and Officer of the GNOCC and the 

Confederation of Corvette Clubs. He will always be remembered by anyone who had the privilege of calling him their 

ñfriend.ò  He was kind, generous, truly funny, and full of joy and life.  His passion for the Corvette was known to all 

who knew and loved him.  We miss Buddy, but know that he is in peace in Corvette Heaven, driving his M-T Pkts, 

without worrying about speeding or red-light tickets or anything that us earth-bound Vetters have to fear.  Thank you, 

from the bottom of my heart, Malcolm and Alton, for bestowing this gorgeous plaque and kind thoughts upon me.  I 

shall treasure it always, as I treasure the friendship and camaraderie of my dear Corvette family and friends, and the 

memory of my friend, Buddy Cook. 

 

The purpose of the great car show is well known.  Supporting St. Jude and his generous works at the St. Jude 

Childrenôs Hospital in Memphis, Tennessee is the true reason for the success of this annual show.   I know that the 

donation will be huge again this year and I personally canôt think of a better way for friends and car enthusiasts to 

gather for such a worthy cause. 

See you again, next year! Kathy Culbertson 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 GREATER NEW ORLEANS CORVETTE CLUB Meetings, 

Events, and Activities Calendar 

 
 

2009 
 

 May 24
th

 Poker Run  

Contact Ms. Sam Green at sgreen@lhjunius.com for additional information 

This is a "Y'ALL COME" event.  

This outing is open to ALL Corvette enthusiast 

 

May 26
th

 Board Meeting 

 

June 5
th General Membership Meeting 

 At the Italian Pie on Jefferson Hwy 

 Meeting at 7:00 come early to eat.  
 

June 6
th
 NSCC Annual Picnic 

 Members only 

 

June 6th - 7th  CCCL Hosted - Natchez Trace to Tupelo Run 
Come join us for a run up the Natchez Trace to Tupelo, MS.  On Saturday we plan to join the local Corvette Club in a display 

of Corvettes at the museum in Tupelo.  www.tupeloautomuseum.com   

Check with Buddy Gegenheimer  buddyorsue@yahoo.com for more details. 

This is a "Y'ALL COME" event.  

This outing is open to ALL Corvette enthusiast 

 

 June  14th - CCCL - Vettes vrs Mopar Charity Races 
Car Show  Black Pot Cook-Off  Silent Auction 
Live Band from 4:00 PM to 8:00 PM 
Touring Laps on Road Course in morning and moving over to Drag Strip around noon. 
Hereôs link to flyers at the No Problem web site. Just click on ñDrag Racing Special Eventsò or ñRoad Racing Special Eventsò 
Link and than Avery Landry Benefit Raceé 

http://www.noproblemraceway.com/ 

This outing is open to ALL Corvette enthusiast 

 

June 13
th
 ï 27

th
 North to Alaska 

 Ralph and Ann Adams are planning a trip to Alaska; they have invited anyone that wants to come to 

join them. This will be a 7 day cruise and a 4 day inland tour, 11 days in total. There is also a 3 day 

fishing trip at the end for those that can stay. For more info contact Ralph Adams at 

ralpha@bellsouth.net 

 

June 30
th

 Board Meeting 

 

July 10
th

 General Membership Meeting 

 At the Italian Pie on Jefferson Hwy 

 Meeting at 7:00 come early to eat.  
 

http://www.tupeloautomuseum.com/
http://webmail.central.cox.net/do/mail/message/mailto?to=buddyorsue%40yahoo.com
mailto:ralpha@bellsouth.net


 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 


